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The Board of Trustees believes that students have the right to listen, the right to decide, the right to 7 

choose, the right to reject, the right to express and defend individual beliefs, and that the educational 8 

purpose of the District is best served by this freedom of expression.  As members of an academic 9 

community, students are encouraged to develop the capacity for critical judgment and to engage in a 10 

sustained and independent search for truth.  Institutional procedures for achieving these purposes may 11 

vary from campus to campus, but maintaining rigorous standards of academic freedom for students are 12 

essential to the purposes for which community colleges exist. 13 

 14 

Students are free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to 15 

reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any 16 

course of study for which they are enrolled.  Student performance will be evaluated on a broad academic 17 

basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. 18 

 19 
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